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Objectives
• Overview the code that regulates LSA 

program

• Understand what information needs to be 
included in each section of the Notification

• Review the process from registration to 
submission of a Notification (EPIMS)

• Identify resources that can assist in preparing 
a LSA Notification

• Address any questions or concerns about 
the LSA Agreement process



Notifications

If you plan to …

• Substantially divert or obstruct the natural 

flow of,

• Substantially change or use any material 

from 

• the bed, channel, or bank of, any river, stream, or 

lake, 

• Deposit or dispose of debris, waste, or other 

material containing crumbled, flaked, or 

ground pavement where it may pass into 

any river, stream, or lake

Then you must notify.Fish & G. Code 1602(a)

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&sectionNum=1602.


Agreement Types
Standard Agreement (SA)

• For a one-time project

• Ex. culverts and bridges

Routine Maintenance Agreement (RMA)

• For the routine maintenance of 

a structure or area

• Ex. debris basin maintenance and 

fuel management zones

Master Agreements

• Covers multiple projects where detailed 
plans are not ready at time of Notification

• Always long-term

SAs and RMAs can be either:

Short-Term Agreements

• Project Term of 5 years or less

• Can be extended once, for 

no more than 5 additional 

years.

Long-Term Agreements

• Project Term of more than 5 

years



LSA Process 

The Applicant may proceed when ALL the following occur: 

1. CDFW receives written Notification and full fee

2. CDFW determines Notification complete

3. CDFW issues a Final Agreement (or determines no Agreement 

required)



LSA Program Notification Review

The applicant pays the applicable fees

• CDFW is not required to determine whether an LSA Notification is 

complete or otherwise process the Notification until CDFW has 

received all fees

• Fees are described in CA Code of Regulations

CDFW determines whether the Notification is complete within 30 days

Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, section 699.5; Fish & Game Code 1602(a)(2)

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICFD2AEC091D411EF8EA190AA21B58CC5?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICFD2AEC091D411EF8EA190AA21B58CC5?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICFD2AEC091D411EF8EA190AA21B58CC5?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&sectionNum=1602.


Incomplete Notifications

Common reasons notifications are deemed incomplete:

• Insufficient project description

• Inadequate project plans and impacts

• Lack of detailed project map

• Missing construction plans

• Incorrect/Incomplete fee

Fish & Game Code 1602(a)(1)

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&sectionNum=1602.


What makes a complete Notification?

Enough for CDFW to assess if activities will “substantially adversely affect 

existing fish or wildlife resources”

A. A detailed description of the Project’s location and a map

B. The name, if any, of the river, stream, or lake affected

C. A detailed Project description, including, but not limited to, 

construction plans and drawings, if applicable

D. A copy of any CEQA document, if already prepared

E. A copy of any other applicable local, state, or federal permit 

or Agreement already issued

F. Any other information required by the Department

Fish & Game Code 1602(a)(1)

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&sectionNum=1602.


CDFW Responses to Complete Notification 

CDFW determines…

1. An Agreement is necessary

2. An Agreement is not needed

3. Notification was not required

4. CDFW fails to act within 60 days after Notification 

determined complete – project approved by 

Operation of Law (OpLaw)



Registration and password sharing

• Log-in to EPIMS or select 
"Click here to Register"

• All users need their own 
account

• No password sharing



Notifying through EPIMS



Application Components



General Information



EPIMS Terms

• Applicant: The person legally responsible for upholding the terms of the 
Agreement. Once the final LSA Agreement is issued, this person will 
become known as the Permittee.

• Organization: Serves as an anchor that connects multiple EPIMS users to a 
Notification with their own secure login.

• Additional Contact: User who has been given the authority by the 
Applicant to view/edit the Notification.

• Designated Representative: User who has been given the authority by the 
Applicant to sign the Notification and Agreement on the Applicant's 
behalf.





Application Components



• Identify the project location

• Identify the project 

category/what type of work will 

be performed

• Identify what river, stream, or lake 

will be affected

• Identify the number of projects 

and repeat for each project

Project Location and Category Overview



Project Location





Add Multiple Projects



Multiple Projects Affecting One Stream



Projects 
Affecting 
Multiple 
Streams



Application Components



Project Description, Term, and Impacts Overview

• Provide a detailed project description

• Identify the specific timeframe in which 

work may occur – include entire project 

term and any seasonal work periods

• Identify all impacts and specify if they are 

temporary or permanent

• Identify impacts by habitat type

• Identify special status species that could 

be impacted



Project Description and Details

What makes a detailed 

project description?

• Step-by-step walkthrough

• Comprehensive and 

specific

• Describe all activities 

• Provide page numbers 

and document names if 

referencing supplemental 

material

• Identify what equipment 

will be used



Project Term



Conducting work in more 
than one calendar year



Example 2



Project Impacts



CDFW’s CNDDB page

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals




Application Components



CEQA Requirements in the LSA Process

• Lead, Responsible, Trustee Agency 

Roles

• CDFW has jurisdiction over natural 

resources affected by a project

• CDFW is responsible for a portion of 

the Lead Agency’s project, when an 

LSA Agreement is issued



CEQA



NEPA (if applicable)



Application Components



Measures to Protect Fish, Wildlife, and Plant 
Resources Overview

• Describe any specific 

measures to address 

sedimentation and erosion

• Describe any specific 

measures to avoid, lessen, or 

minimize impacts to 

biological resources

• Describe any proposed 

mitigation





Application Components



Prior Notification and Permits



Application Components



Documents and Maps

Include any:

• Relevant supplemental 

documents to the Notification

• Biological studies

• Technical studies

• Delineations

• Other permits





Project Area 
Map Example



Application Components



Fee Schedule Overview

• Provide payment via 
credit card or check

• Fees provided by 

check should be 

mailed to the 

correct Regional 

Office



Fees and ‘Projects’
Fees correspond to each ‘project’ (Cal. Code of Regs. §699.5)

A project can be one or more activities:

A) One activity 

Example:  Installation of a culvert at one location

B)  Two or more activities

• Interrelated

• Could affect similar fish and wildlife resources

Example: Remove vegetation, install abutments, and de-watering at one location

Not one “Project:” Three bridges at three different locations.

      This is three projects, even if bridges access the same place

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICFD2AEC091D411EF8EA190AA21B58CC5?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0a89d47000000197f6815375d3b8432a%3fppcid%3dedf402e56f3043968fd119fe220d9352%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dICFD2AEC091D411EF8EA190AA21B58CC5%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T2=699.5&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICFD2AEC091D411EF8EA190AA21B58CC5?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0a89d47000000197f6815375d3b8432a%3fppcid%3dedf402e56f3043968fd119fe220d9352%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dICFD2AEC091D411EF8EA190AA21B58CC5%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T2=699.5&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICFD2AEC091D411EF8EA190AA21B58CC5?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0a89d47000000197f6815375d3b8432a%3fppcid%3dedf402e56f3043968fd119fe220d9352%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dICFD2AEC091D411EF8EA190AA21B58CC5%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T2=699.5&t_S1=CA+ADC+s




Example Fee Breakdown for a Project



Application Components



Acknowledgment and Signature

• Only the 

Applicant or 

the Designated 

Representative 

can sign!



Mark as Complete



Response Letters

• Notification Fee Required Letter

• Insufficient Fee Letter

• Incomplete Letter



Response to Incomplete

• Use CDFW letter as 

guide—be sure to address 

EVERY issue identified in 

the letter

• Be detailed

• Respond through EPIMS

• Provide supporting 

information



Pathways after Notification is Complete

CDFW has 60 days to issue a:

• Draft Agreement

OR

• Operation of Law (OpLaw)

• No Agreement Needed

• Notification Not Required



Draft Agreement Response Timeline

• An Applicant has 30 days from 

issuance to acknowledge 

receipt of the draft Agreement

• An Applicant has 90 days from 

issuance to respond to CDFW in 

writing regarding the measures in 

the draft Agreement

• CDFW does not have deadline 

to respond to proposed revisions



Responding to the Draft Agreement



Agree with Draft Agreement as Written



Do Not Agree with Draft Agreement



Resources to Facilitate Notification Process

• Frequently Asked 

Questions (EPIMS)

• EPIMS Help

• Other Resources: 

Videos and Quick 

Start Guides





EPIMS Help / 1.0 

Introduction / Welcome to 

EPIMS / Video Tutorials

EPIMS Help / 1.0 

Introduction / Welcome to 

EPIMS / Quick Start Guides

Video Tutorials Quick Start Guides
• Video tutorials guide 

user through the 

registration process 

to initial Notification 

submission 

• The Quick Start 

Guides are checklists 

of all the required 

information on the 

Notification form in 

EPIMS.

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction-welcome-to-epims
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction-welcome-to-epims
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction-welcome-to-epims-video-tutorials
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction-welcome-to-epims
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction-welcome-to-epims
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction-welcome-to-epims-getting-started


Lake and Streambed Alteration Program Page

• General Overview

• Notification and Agreement 

Types

• Questions and Answers

• Laws and Regulations

• Fees



EPIMS Help

EPIMSHelp@Wildlife.ca.gov

• Adding additional contacts to a Notification

• Associating users with organizations

• Assisting with technical issues

• Connecting Applicants with their Environmental Scientist 

• Help with forms

• Login assistance

mailto:EPIMSHelp@Wildlife.ca.gov


Project/Site Related Questions



LSA and EPIMS Resources

• LSA Program Page

• LSA Regional 
Contacts 

• EPIMS Login

• EPIMS Help 

• EPIMS Q&A

• Fish and Game Code §1600 et seq. 

• LSA Fee Schedule 

• CNDDB Plants and Animals

• CEQA 

• CESA

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/LSA
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/LSA
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/LSA/Contact
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/LSA/Contact
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/LSA/Contact
https://epims.wildlife.ca.gov/index.do
https://epims.wildlife.ca.gov/index.do
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Q-and-A
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Q-and-A
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&division=2.&title=&part=&chapter=6.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&division=2.&title=&part=&chapter=6.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&division=2.&title=&part=&chapter=6.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&division=2.&title=&part=&chapter=6.&article=
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=227162&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=227162&inline
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/CEQA
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/CEQA
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/CESA
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/CESA


Questions?

• Carmen Tull – Carmen.Tull@wildlife.ca.gov

• Aidali Guerrero – LSA@wildlife.ca.gov

• Shannon Kiely – EPIMSHelp@wildlife.ca.gov

mailto:Carmen.Tull@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:LSA@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:EPIMSHelp@wildlife.ca.gov
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